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Filing Form 8843: A Guide for 
International Students and Scholars

Created in collaboration between the 
Payroll Office and the Office of 

International Students & Scholars
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What is Form 8843?

● The 8843 is a form stating your visa 
type, days in the U.S. (in that tax year), 
and contact information for your 
school. 

● The 8843 is required even if you had 
no U.S. income.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
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Who Must File an 8843?

• Nonresident aliens! 
○ for more information about residency, see general tax 

presentation
○ determine residency here using your travel history

• Dependents on F-2 & J-2 visas must file their own 8843.
○ child dependents: completed by parents
○ spouse dependents: completed by spouse

https://tools.nrtaxhelp.org/aminra
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/search/history-search
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General Rules

● If you earned income in the U.S., file the 
Form 8843 with your income tax return 
(Form 1040-NR). 

● If you did NOT earn U.S. income, file 
Form 8843 alone.

○ No SSN or ITIN is required if filing 
Form 8843 alone.
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Filing Deadlines & Submission

• earned income: April 15th
○ file with your income tax return
○ will likely be submitted online

• no income: June 15th 
○ file 8843 alone
○ Mail to address on 8843 page 3:

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service Center
Austin, TX 73301-0215
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How to Find 8843 Info

● Passport & visa details 
● All U.S. entry/exit dates

○ Retrieve travel history from I-94 
website

● School information (name, address, 
director’s contact)
○ Retrieve from OISS website 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://global.lehigh.edu/oiss
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The easiest way to file the 8843…

• OISS partners with a tax organization called NoRTH
• Once you use your Lehigh email to request a NoRTH membership, you can 

use their Personalized Guide tool to auto-fill the 8843.

https://www.nrtaxhelp.org/free-tax-assistance
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Information for the 8843 

Part I: General Information (All Filers)

• Name, address (U.S. and home country)

• Visa type (F-1, J-1, etc.)

• Passport details

• Number of days present in the U.S. in previous 3 years
○ the residency tool also tells you these numbers

https://tools.nrtaxhelp.org/aminra
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Information for the 8843 

*ONLY for J or Q visa holders

Part II: Teachers/Trainees 

• Name, address, and phone number of institution where 
you worked

• Previous J or Q visa details (if applicable)
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Information for the 8843 

Part III: Students

• Name, address, and phone number of school’s OISS
○ put OISS address 

• Name, address, and phone number of program director
○ repeat OISS address and add Olga Scarpero’s name

• Previous visa history

https://global.lehigh.edu/oiss
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Example Case - Lisa Hui
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Lisa’s residency tool results:
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Lisa’s 8843: Part I
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Lisa’s 8843: Part II (blank)

• ONLY teachers or trainees on a J or 
Q visa complete Part II!
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Lisa’s 8843: Part III
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Lisa’s 8843: Part IV
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Final Steps

● Double-check all information.

● Sign and date the second page.

● Mail the form before the deadline.

● Keep a copy for your records.
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Resources

• IRS Form 8843

• I-94 Travel History

• OISS tax website

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://global.lehigh.edu/oiss/resources/taxes
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Contact Information

• Office of International Students & 
Scholars: intnl@lehigh.edu

• The NonResident Tax Help Group 
(NoRTH): 
https://www.nrtaxhelp.org/free-tax-assis
tance

• IRS Help Center: https://www.irs.gov/

mailto:intnl@lehigh.edu
https://www.nrtaxhelp.org/free-tax-assistance
https://www.nrtaxhelp.org/free-tax-assistance
https://www.irs.gov/
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