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Stephanie Arot 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Company and Position Description:  

 

 DeSimone Consulting Engineers provides high-quality, creative structural engineering services 
ǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΣ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊƳΩǎ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have positioned them to best serve the clients needs.  DeSimone performs structural analysis 
and design for all types of buildings at all project phases. The firm has had tremendous success 
with clients who insist on personal attention and demand inspired engineering. 

 

As an intern at DeSimone, I assisted the Senior Project Engineer and Project Managers with a 
variety of tasks. Throughout the summer, I reviewed shop drawings, created marketing 
brochures, performed site surveys, and researched construction industry trends in the Middle 
East. 

DeSimone Consulting 
Engineering Intern 

College of Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 

Photo from site survey  Area of Abu Dhabi where we worked 
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Stephanie Arot 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Value Derived from the Experience: I found my time in Abu Dhabi to be quite a 
learning experience. The work I performed was unfulfilling, but throughout my time 
there, I learned quite a bit about what it takes to work in another country, and also 
learned how to be extremely autonomous in the work place. Socially, Abu Dhabi was 
not very exciting since it was the month of Ramadan for most of the time we were 
there, so we had to get creative about how we spent our free time. The things we did 
and places we went after work and on the weekends were amazing, and getting to do 
such things like going to a falcon hospital and holding falcons, doing yoga on the 
beach, seeing the worlds tallest building, and seeing the beautiful architecture of the 
Sheikh Zayed grand mosque were experiences that I will treasure forever. Being 
exposed to a culture so vastly different from my own was an interesting, and 
sometimes overwhelming, experience. It is always fascinating to learn about others 
cultures, even if you disagree with many of their customs and beliefs.  I believe that 
getting to spend so much time in such a different place really helped me grow as a 
person. One of the biggest challenges was spending the summer with only one other 
person. Since there was nobody at work for us to spend time with, we only had each 
other. While it was a good support system for the time we were together, it was also 
difficult to not have anybody else. It forced us to get along, even though we may have 
not wanted to, and taught me a lot about relationships with other people. 

Holding a falcon The Burj Khalifa 
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Allyson Baer 
Kingdom of Cambodia 

Position Description:  Caring for Cambodia, or CFC, was founded in 2003 to provide a 
sustainable, quality education for students by providing safe, technologically equipped 
schools, mentoring teachers to improve education quality, and providing funds and 
supplies to make school a more child-friendly environment. CFC operates in government 
schools and has educated over 8,500 students. CFC currently supports and partners with 
five primary schools, two lower secondary schools, and two upper secondary schools (high 
school), as well as numerous community preschools. At Bakong High School, a program 
called the Career Corner has been implemented within the past two years. The program 
began as a way to provide resources to students about applying to college, which careers 
require which skills, and other opportunities available to students after graduating high 
school.  As the Career Preparation  Program Intern, I worked to prepare the Career Corner 
program to expand to the newly completed Aranh High School. I also created a series of 
online and instructor-led modules and certificate programs geared towards general career 
preparation as well as specific career opportunities in different job sectors in order to 
prepare high school students for internal and external internships with CFC and for their 
future career opportunities after high school graduation. 

Caring for Cambodia 
Career Preparation Program Intern 

Comparative and International  
Education 

Children enjoying a meal before class 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ /C/Ωǎ CƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

Program. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ /C/Ωǎ 
Amelio Primary School. 
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Allyson Baer 
Kingdom of Cambodia 

Value Derived from the experience:  LΩƳ not sure there are words to describe how much 
this experience has affected me both professionally and personally. The impact it has 
had on me professionally is perhaps easiest to grasp. Interning with CFC has provided me 
with invaluable insight into how non-governmental organizations both operate internally 
and interact with their surrounding communities. Being a graduate student studying 
Comparative and International Education, we discuss NGOs and their impact quite 
frequently. Being able to actually work with an NGO for two months has provided me 
with a completely new perspective and a greater appreciation for the work that is being 
done by NGOs around the world. Being able to work specifically with a career 
preparation program has given me hope that opportunities for Cambodian youth are 
increasing as more and more NGOs and government initiatives have recognized the 
importance of career preparation for the success and development of /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ future. 
On a personal level, this experience has had a profound impact on how I view the world. 
Despite /ŀƳŘƻŘƛŀΩǎ grim history, its people have a refreshing sense of optimism and a 
surprisingly positive outlook on their lives and futures. The ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ resilience and 
happiness  are evident in their day to day interactions. It has forced me to reconsider the 
way I interact with others and how I perceive our ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ problems. I feel very privileged 
to have had the opportunity to work alongside Khmer people who are actively investing 
in the future of their country every day.  

Enjoying a trip to Angkor Wat, the 
largest religious site in the world. 

Students spending time 
together eating before school.  
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Deidre Baker 
China 

3M China Window Film Intern: During my 8 weeks in Shanghai, China, I worked in 3M 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿ CƛƭƳ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ L ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŀȊŜΣ 
reflection, liner release, and heat shrinkage rate, on new samples provided by the company. My 
workdays were relaxed and everyone seemed to work at a very leisurely pace.  
 I gained considerable professional insight from this experience. Primarily, I 
learned that I have little interest in a corporate environment, especially one as profit-driven as 
3M. I would also appreciate a company that provides more guidance and hands-on training 

3M & East China 
University of Science 

and Technology 

College of Engineering 
Chemical Engineering 

Taber Haze Instrument Instron Instrument 
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Deidre Baker 
China 

Value Derived from the Experience: Spending 8 weeks in Shanghai was a challenging 

experience. The language barrier was definitely the greatest difficulty to overcome. Having no 
knowledge of Chinese at all, I was at a severe disadvantage from the beginning, and without any 
formal guidance or support from the hosting university or the company, I encountered many 
hardships, even in daily interactions such as purchasing meals and navigating my way around the 
city. As trying as the experience was, I learned that I am able to endure tough times and that 
even without being able to communicate fluently or consistently, most Chinese people are 
willing to help when they can. Shanghai is certainly an expensive city and popular tourist 
destination, but living there for an extended period of time is very difficult. 

 While with the Chinese partner students, we discussed various aspects of Chinese 
culture and compared them with the American culture. These talks really opened my eyes to the 
great differences between the U.S. and China and made me further appreciate all the 
opportunities and freedoms that exist here. 

Shanghai City Exposition Qibao Old Town 
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Aftan Baldwin 
The Kingdom of Cambodia 

Company and Position Description:  
 

¢ƘŜ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ ό//t/wύ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ bDhǎ 
in Cambodia. It was created in 1994 and currently operates in over 5 provinces of Cambodia. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎΣ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
run by the organization. CCPCR works both with victims and families, working towards the 
eradication of child exploitation and abuse within in Cambodia. As an intern at CCPCR, my 
primary responsibilities include: website and social media maintenance, report editing, 
curriculum development, basic capacity building, and resistance building activities with the 
children in the shelters. 

Cambodian Center for 
the Protection of 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

Intern 

College of Education: 
MA Comparative 
and International 
Education  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΣ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
eliminated one third of the population, targeting the 
educated and elite. Many children were left 
orphaned and those orphans are now struggling to 
ensure the healthy and safety of their own children.  
One of the girls at a CCPCR shelter (left), and CCPCR 
staff (above).  
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Aftan Baldwin 
The Kingdom of Cambodia 

Value Derived from the Experience: After the genocide in the 1970s, /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΩǎ education 
system, economy, and infrastructure were nearly nonexistent. The country still relies heavily on 
foreign aid and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in the resolution of these issues.  Many 
foreign workers have their own agendas when it comes to the development of Cambodia and 
these agendas may not always coincide with the ideas the Khmer have for their country. It has 
been very beneficial for me to see these interactions first hand and see how each NGO and 
foreign aid worker function differently within the Cambodian context. CCPCR is in a 
transformation stage. As the organization works comfortably on the grassroots level, it also seeks 
to satisfy donors and comply with international standards. There is both Khmer and foreign staff 
at CCPCR and many of them must be able to work well in both cultural contexts for work to be 
accomplished. Another benefit this experience had, was being able to see a country that, even 
though it has been through so much devastation, its people still have the motivation to improve 
upon their situation. This reaffirms my belief that change is possible no matter the circumstance, 
and motivates me to work harder in my everyday life to make the world a better place. 

One of the CCPCR social workers 
working with a family. The  children at CCPCR 
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Alexandra Barone 
Kazakhstan 

EFCA is a non-profit organization founded in Almaty in 2005.  9C/!Ωǎ projects aim to strengthen 
the civil society capacity of the people in Kazakhstan.  The subjects of its projects include 
human rights, business corruption, youth, disabled persons, etc.  During my internship I worked 
closely with the Research and Development office.  My tasks included proof-reading and 
editing, translation, research, and grant writing.  EFCA allowed me to explore my special 
interest in CSR by working on their project aimed at increasing CSR practices in Kazakhstan.  I 
was also invited to attend meetings with other local NGOs, the American Chamber of 
Commerce, and Amnesty International.   

Eurasia Foundation of  
Central Asia Intern 

Arts and Sciences 
International Relations 

Zenkov Cathedral, a Russian Orthodox 
Church and the second tallest wooden 

building in the world 

Yurt, a traditional Kazakh house 
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Alexandra Barone 
Kazakhstan 

My experience in Almaty taught me how important it is to be able to adapt to any 
situation or environment.  The culture of Almaty was very different than anything 
I had ever experienced.  It was extremely valuable to gain perspective of a culture 
so different from the Western norm I am accustomed to.  I was able to engage in 
conversations with many different people and fully immerse myself in the Kazakh 
culture.  My biggest obstacle while living in Almaty was having no knowledge of 
Russian.  The Russian language is extremely dominant in Almaty.  Everyone 
engages conversation in Russian and all of the signs are in Russian.  This handicap 
forced me to be extremely resourceful to navigate the city and get to know 
people.  This experience taught me that I am capable of adapting to extremely 
foreign environments in unfavorable circumstances.  I am eager to apply the 
lessons I learned here to my personal and professional life. 

CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǊƪ Mountains of Almaty 
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Christina Bauer 
China 

Position Descriptions:  Becton Dickinson is a medical technology company that 
manufacturers a wide array of medical supplies, devices, laboratory equipment 
and diagnostic devices to various healthcare institutions, life science researchers 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ ŀǘ .5Ωǎ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ LΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
my co-intern were responsible for working on a Greater Asia Healthcare 
Factbook. Our responsibilities for this project entailed compiling data regarding 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ .5Ωǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ !ǎƛŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ 
inferences from these findings and creating a detailed power point presentation 
with a variety of graphs illustrating what we had found  along with detailed 
analysis. In addition to these slides we were also responsible for writing a brief 
narrative to go along with our presentation. 

Becton Dickinson College of Business 
Business Information 
Systems 

Insert photo here 
(with small 
caption below) 

Strategic 
Planning Intern 

Asia Factbook Team Portrait Business trip to Beijing 
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Christina Bauer 
China 

Value Derived from the Experience:  In addition to gaining career-related experience, this 
internship taught me a lot about myself as a person. Especially with the language barrier, and 
having no prior experience with the Chinese language, living in China was definitely not easy. I 
learned how to adapt quickly to a challenging environment and to be open to trying new things.  
Luckily, Lehigh connected my co-intern and me to some incredible people who made us feel 
welcome and cared for during our stay. In addition, being immersed in a new culture was a great 
experience because I was able to push myself outside of my comfort zone and realize that I can 
overcome anything that is thrown my way.  

 I would definitely recommend this type of internship to anyone because it was 
one of the most rewarding, eye-opening experiences that I have ever had. This internship 
allowed me to gain insight into China, a country I had never considered visiting prior to this 
summer and made me more aware of what Asia has to offer.  Additionally, this internship 
experience has also made me more globally curious, and has inspired me to travel to other 
countries that I had never considered in the past. Finally, one last thing that my time in China has 
taught me is the importance of keeping an international perspective and how it is the key to 
success in ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ globalized economy. 

The Bund at night The Forbidden City 

20 



Brandyn Bok 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

DeSimone Consulting Engineers ς Abu Dhabi, UAE: 
 
DeSimone Consulting Engineers is a structural engineering firm that provides creative structural 
services to architects, investors, and developers. DeSimone performs structural design and 
analysis for all types of buildings at all project phases. 5Ŝ{ƛƳƻƴŜΩǎ Abu Dhabi office opened in 
2008 and currently is working on Middle East projects in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and 
Qatar. 
During my time as an intern at 5Ŝ{ƛƳƻƴŜΩǎ Abu Dhabi office, I performed a variety of work on a 
variety of different projects. I spent a majority of my time conducting market research in 
Middle East construction industry, and at the end of my internship, I presented my findings to 
the directors of the office. I also did some site surveying work for ADNOC Medical Center, 
structural shop drawing review for Al Hilal Bank Tower, and compiled the structural steel 
product specifications for Al Hilal Bank Tower, and compiled the structural steel product 
specifications for Al Wafra Seef. 

 

DeSimone Consulting 
Structural Engineer 

Rossin College of Engineering 
IBE ς Mechanical Engineer 

The Burj Khalifa, Dubai 

Corniche Boardwalk overlooking the Arabian Gulf, Abu 
Dhabi 
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Brandyn Bok 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Value Derived from the Experience: 

While the field I worked in was slightly outside of the scope of my major, the 
most important value I gained from this experience extends much further than 
technical skills. From a professional standpoint, I learned how a consulting 
engineering firm operates. I was able to see how a business expands 
internationally. I feel as though most of the work I did really helped 5Ŝ{ƛƳƻƴŜΩǎ 
Abu Dhabi office establish itself in the region and learn more about how to 
succeed in the Middle East. From regularly conducting market research in the 
Middle East construction industry and presenting a report the to directors of the 
company, I was able to understand some of the challenges faced by international 
firms. 

Outside of the workplace, I was able to immerse myself completely in a foreign 
Eastern culture. From getting to interact with animals like falcons and giraffes, to 
bargaining at traditional Arabic markets called άsouqsέΣ to experiencing both the 
challenges sand festivities during Ramadan, and learning some great life lessons, 
this is an experience I will truly never forget. Also, because this internship marked 
not only my first time traveling outside of the US, but also my longest time away 
from home, I have become a much more independent and responsible person by 
overcoming the daily challenges of living in another country so far away from 
home for an extended period of time.  

Al Jahlil Fort, Al Ain Emirates Park Zoo, Abu Dhabi  

Consulting 

Engineers  
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Savannah Boylan  
Georgia 

Position Description:   

As an Intern for the Office of the State Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration, I 
was able to work first hand on English official government documents, press releases, and 
various forms regarding editing and grammar. Every year the Ministry organizes an International 
Conference for members of the EU and the Eastern Partnership. As an Intern, I was able to help 
prepare and coordinate the conference. This year, I was the first intern to attend and work at 
the conference where I co-wrote the welcome speech for the Minister and worked with the 
logistics of the conference. As an intern, I was also able to write political reviews and 
summaries of key EU integration documents.  

State Ministry for European 
and Euro-Atlantic Integration  

Intern 

Arts and Sciences  
International Relations  

At the International Conference  My boss and me in front of the official logo 
of our Ministry  
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Savannah Boylan  
Georgia 

Value Derived from the Experience:  

 

My experiences in the Republic of Georgia have shaped my perception on International Relations 
and has offered me a real world application of the knowledge that I have gained in the 
classroom. As a rising Junior, I was able to spend two months with an organization in which I 
enjoyed going to work every morning and hated to leave every evening. One of my favorite 
memories is working with the Deputy Minister to write the aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ speech until 2am, and not 
leaving our desk until I had to be pulled away to get some sleep. It is not often that people find a 
career in which they truly enjoy their work, and I am so grateful that I found such an experience. 
Working in a foreign country creates new challenges to the workforce, and learning to adapt to a 
new work culture was a challenge. Yet the skills that I gained this summer were invaluable, and 
has allowed me to be able to become more independent and versatile. I now feel comfortable 
with the uncomfortable, having worked and lived in a foreign country. I know that in whatever 
future employment that I seek, I will be able to confidently say to any employer that I am able to 
adapt and succeed in any venture.  

Local protests outside of 
the building 

Entrance to the Sate Ministry  
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Michelle Choi 
Ukraine 

Company and Position Description: The Open World Leadership Program in Ukraine focuses on 
Ukrainian and American exchange in education and business. The program works with 
exchange between Ukrainian professionals (Government officials, Doctors, Professors, etc.) and 
their American counterparts to learn and grasp a better understanding of how their profession 
works in America. My job is to conduct lectures on American culture and American University 
culture, act as an American liaison to help students and business professions with any 
questions, translate everything into English, write up application guidelines, and edit manuals. 
My personal summer project  was to conduct a Gender Equality seminar comparing and 
contrasting topics between America and Ukraine, for professions in nonprofit work or are 
interested in gender issues. After the lecture, I conducted a training session for the attendees. 

American Councils for 
International Education: Open 

World Leadership 
Intern 

Arts and Sciences 
Sociology and Women, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies 

Ukrainian Traditional Headpiece called Vinok St. Sophia Church 

25 



Michelle Choi 
Ukraine 

Value Derived from the Experience:  

Working for American Councils for International Education gave me a new perspective of the 
career path I want to go into after graduation. I was given the flexibility to work on projects and 
assignments that I enjoyed doing and in areas that I wanted to focus on.  Having control of my 
own projects helped me strengthen the areas I am weak in while improving and expanding my 
skills. This prepared me more for post-graduation work and enhanced my resume.  

My experience living in Ukraine was much more than just work, however. I was fortunate enough 
to live with the best host mom and babuschka (grandma), who took me into their home with 
wide, open arms. By the end of the first week together, I felt so comfortable with them and in 
their home that it felt as if I was there for months. Luckily, the people I worked with were just as 
amazing. Within the company I had a small community and having that sense of community and 
family while you are in a foreign country can make the biggest difference.  

Living in a country I knew very little about helped me grow and understand myself and the world 
with new eyes. I appreciate what I have more than ever before but also hunger for more 
exploration because of all the things I fell in love with. There is a larger world out there and with 
Ukraine, I was able to learn about a new language, culture, people, views, lifestyles, and of 
course, cuisine. This summer has been one of the best times of my life and there will always be a 
special place in my heart for Ukraine.  

Maidan Nezalezhnosti Me with my Babuschka 
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Christopher Clark 
Hungary 

Metem is a privately owned company that machines turbine blades and vanes for major 
companies in the power generation and aerospace industries. Specifically, Metem drills very 
precise cooling holes into turbine engine components made of superalloy materials using ECM 
(electrochemical machining) and EDM (electrical discharge machining) techniques. These 
cooling holes allow the turbine engines to run at hotter temperatures, and to operate for 
longer periods of time. Metem currently operates three facilities with several hundred 
employees worldwide, and it hopes to expand in the future as interest in and demand for 
natural gas power grows. At Metem, I worked with members of the quality engineering team to 
analyze and improve the efficiency of their systems and processes using lean manufacturing 
techniques. I was involved in several projects, during which I had to collect and analyze data on 
various performance measures of interest, then propose and evaluate some necessary changes 
in order to optimize process flow and information flow throughout the facility. 

Metem Corporation 
Quality Engineering Intern 

Engineering & Applied Science 
Industrial Engineering 

Insert photo here 
(with small 
caption below) 

Spending a weekend in Prague. 

Me, Steve, and co-workers at a 
mountain lake in Poland. 
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Christopher Clark 
Hungary 

Value Derived from the Experience:  
 

This experience has been a great opportunity for me to grow both professionally and personally. 
Living in Central Europe was very exciting, and I got to travel around the area a lot over the 
course of the two-month internship period. Everyone at Metem was very kind and welcoming to 
me. Having the chance to immerse myself in Hungarian culture by speaking to the people there 
has broadened my perspective and given me greater insight in life. I learned a great deal about 
how the company operates and the technology that they use. Having the opportunity to work 
alongside the shop floor workers and managers at the facility has provided me with valuable 
experience, and I feel much better prepared for the future as a result. I was also very impressed 
with the tight-knit nature of the Metem community. I feel much more confident as a result of 
this experience, and ƛǘΩǎ something that I will remember and appreciate for the rest of my life. 

With Niki and Aliz, HR specialists Százhalombatta 

28 



Dan Coviello 
Costa Rica 

Company and Position Description:  
The mission of UGA Costa Rica is to advance its understandingτthrough instruction, research 
and outreachτof the interconnected nature of human and environmental systems, particularly 
the concepts of socio-cultural, ecological, and economic sustainability. Launched in January of 
2008, the UGA Costa Rica Carbon tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ¦D! /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ offsetting 
carbon emissions related to travel, and restoring critical lost habitat on degraded pasturelands 
where tropical rainforests once stood. These new forests will help to improve forest 
connectivity throughout the Pájaro Campana Biological Corridor, and carbon offset purchases 
through the UGA Costa Rica Carbon Program will directly contribute to the establishment of 
new habitat for the three-wattled bellbird (known in Spanish as Pájaro Campana, the flagship 
species for the corridor) and the resplendent quetzal, two migratory species greatly impacted 
by habitat loss in this region.  As an intern, I was able to conduct field work and aid in database 
management which were two critical needs for the success of the program.   
 
 
 

 

 

The Iacocca Foundation 
Service and Sustainable 

Development Internship 

College of Engineering 
B.S. Environmental 
Engineering 

Hiking to conduct field work   Arial view of the Bellbird Biological 
Corridor  
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Dan Coviello 
Costa Rica 

Value Derived from the Experience:  
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to represent Lehigh in Costa Rica and while I was in the 
country I tried to make the most out of my experience. I entered into the program with base 
goals of learning more Spanish, adapting to the lifestyle, and connecting my lessons learned to 
my future formal  studies. My homestay family was an integral part of my time in Costa Rica 
because they welcomed me into their home with open arms and they had a willingness to teach 
me about the economic, social and environmental issues that affect them daily. As a student and 
intern I learned  to appreciate the balance of work and play that exists within the small 
community of San Luis, CR. While myself and the other interns worked hard on our projects, we 
always took time to recognize where we were and enjoy the biodiversity that existed all around 
us. As I move forward with my studies and start my masters degree at Lehigh University in 
Environmental Policy Design I will take away several key lessons that I have learned from my time 
in  Costa Rica.  

1) Understanding the needs versus the wants of a community is an important first step in a 
project and it is important to reassess  those needs and wants once the project has started.  

2) Working side by side with community members to educate them about their actions helps to 
create ownership within the project.  

3) What may seem effective on paper is often adapted and changed once someone starts to 
conduct field work.  

Homestay within San Luis, 
CR 

Area where Lehigh aided in 
turtle watches  
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Amie Diamond 
Cambodia 

Company and Position Description: 

Contemporary Cambodia has faced numerous educational barriers since the destruction 
of Cambodian society, brought upon by the Cambodian Genocide of the 1970s. Under the 
Khmer Rouge schools were shut down, educated people and teachers were executed, and 
an entire generation of Cambodian children grew up illiterate. The entire educational 
system is in the process of being recreated. Caring for Cambodia is an NGO that is working 
to provide high-quality education to students, as well as  transportation, food, and 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
/C/ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
Cambodia schools, but also the lives of local community members in the Siem Reap 
province, through maternal health and child development outreach classes. With the help 
of donors, school partnerships, and supply drives, CFC has had a remarkable impact, and 
is even working with the Cambodian government to institute further change in non-CFC 
schools.  

Caring for Cambodia 
Volunteer Trip & 

Student Activities 

College: Business  
Major: Marketing & 
Management 

Lead a Leadership Activity with Student 
Council Members at a CFC school. 

 

Thank you for joining our team of 

enthusiastic volunteers! Whatever your 

background, we are confident that you 

have a skill to contribute. Volunteering 

at Caring for Cambodia can be a life-

changing experience, and every hour 

you are able to give directly impacts the 

future of a child. 

 

1 
Follow me to the next page 

Together letôs see it 

through. 

Inside 

Give Back, Make New 

Friends, Make a Dif ference 

· Cambodian Education 

· Background of Caring 

for Cambodia 

· Caring for Cambodiaôs 

5 Programs 

· Additional Resources 

· Feedback 

 

 

 

 

Cover page of the Volunteer 
Education Packet I created for CFC. 
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Amie Diamond 
Cambodia 

Value Derived from the Experience: 

My two-month internship in Cambodia was an incredible experience. It challenged me to work in 
an environment where a language barrier and extreme poverty were ever-present. Witnessing the 
personal struggles that individuals experience in Cambodia, fueled my work professionally. At one 
student council meeting that I lead a game at, a member of the council was crying because it would 
be her last meeting. At the tender age of 12, her parents were forcing her to drop out of school and 
get a job so that she could contribute towards the family income. This is a common educational 
hurdle in Cambodia. It was learning about this, the history of the Cambodian genocide, and 
elements of contemporary Cambodian culture that increased my desire to perform all my 
internship duties to the best of my ability. I created a Volunteer Education Packet for my internship 
that detailed the educational challenges and history of education in Cambodia, while explaining 
what Caring for Cambodia is doing to counteract these deep-rooted issues. Learning about this 
information made me a more knowledgeable person on the surface, and it also developed my 
critical thinking skills in understanding the motives behind CFC programs that were implemented to 
confront the educational barriers in Cambodia. Furthermore, my internship allowed me to cultivate 
skills that I have developed at Lehigh, such as writing for a global audience and creating an artistic 
yet informative visual display. Personally and professionally, I could not have imagined a more 
rewarding and eye-opening experience. 

CFC interns enjoy a day of visiting the 
temples of Angkor Wat. 

Interns pictured with a CFC student 
council after a meeting.  
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